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[153] CHAPTER X.

OF THE DELIVERANCE OF THE FRENCH PRISONERS
AND THE PARLEY CONCERNING PEACE
WITH THE HIROQUOIS.

ONSIEUR the Chevalier de Montmagny, hav-
M ing learned from the French prisoners, the
mood of these Barbarians, and having dis-
covered their malice by their actions, conducted him-
self with great prudence and tact. He cast anchor
before their fort, within musket-range; these Bar-
barians made, very adroitly, a salute of thirty-six or
forty shots from their arquebuses. That being
done, two canoes came from the Hiroquois to meet
him, on board of which were put Father Ragueneau
and the sieur Nicolet, that they might go and speak
for the two prisoners, withdraw them from their
hands, and hear the propositions for the peace which
they came toseek. All four then entered the strong-
hold or fort of the Hiroquois, whom they found [154]
seated in a circle, in very good order, without tumult
and without noise. They had the two negotiators of
the peace sit upon a shield, and the two prisoners
on the ground, binding these as a matter of form, to
show that they were still captives. Thereupon, one
of the Captains, named Onagan, arose, took the Sun
as a witness of the sincerity of his proceeding, and
then spoke in these terms:
‘‘ These two young men whom you see, are Hiro-
quois, they are no longer Frenchmen, the right of



